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Yealmpton Woodland Burial Associa-
tionôs membership is expanding much 
faster than had been anticipated. In the 
ten month period ending 31

st
 January 

2008, 51 new members have joined, 
giving us a total of 231 members at that 
date. The importance of protecting the 
environment has an increasingly high 
profile and this is leading more people 
to choose a green burial. 
 
We continue to have a good relationship 
with funeral directors. Many are very 
supportive and appreciate the fact that 
our work to provide a woodland burial 
ground increases the choices they can 
offer their clients at a difficult time. We 
also believe that success breeds suc-
cess: the fact that our Association has 
remained financially viable over the five 
yearsô of our existence gives Funeral 
Directors confidence to recommend us 
as a reliable alternative. 
 
As we approach the end of our financial 
year on 31

st
 March, we are confident 

that we will be reporting (through our 
Treasurer) a surplus for the year. This 
will enable us to place a further sum of 
money on deposit for the future. In the 
longer term, any surplus will be used to 

ensure that the burial ground can be 
maintained as woodland in perpetuity. 

SITE MANAGEMENT  

We are very pleased with 
our new notice board. In 
the end, we decided to 
place it by the turning cir-
cle, as most people will 
see it there. We do still 
find a lot of plastic and 
litter discarded at the bur-
ial ground, which is a pity, 
but we hope that the infor-
mation board will help to 
reduce this. 
The turning circle is losing 

its definition somewhat. We 
want it to look a little smarter, 
but not ómunicipalô so we are 
obtaining quotations to have 
the weeds removed and the 
area reseeded with slow 
growing grass. We may also 
install a circular border. 
The trees are now well es-
tablished and we anticipate 
that those planted in 2003 
will show good progress in 
the coming growing season. 

Recent visitors will have 
seen that we have moved 
the fencing and started 
planting trees further into 
the lower end of the 9.5 
acre field. This is because 
we will soon need more 
space. 
In December 2006, the 
roadside hedge was 
planted out with hazel. The 
tree shelters on top of the 
roadside hedge have re-

RAPID EXPANSION  

Entrance gateway 

Turning circle 

cently been removed 
and all the young hazels 
are well established. The 
hedge looks much better 
now and when the ha-
zels come into leaf, the 
approach to the burial 
ground will be much im-
proved. 
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