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Welcome to our fourth edition of the Yealmpton Woodland Burial annual newsletter. We 

have had a relatively calm year, during which we gained another 54 members of the Asso-

ciation. Woodland burial is becoming much better known as an option for people to choose. 

We have taken part in two academic surveys of woodland burial organisations ï even the 

government seems to be interested in it as a viable small business for landowners. The pos-

sibility of a more natural type of burial appeals to an increasing number of people. This may 

be because of a reduction in alternatives. Many churchyards have become full and munici-

pal cemeteries sometimes have restrictive rules that do not suit everyone. Cremation is still 

much more common than burial, especially in towns and cities, but, again, people are much 

more aware of the adverse environmental impact of cremation, possibly due to the adverse 

publicity associated with pollution from incineration.  

 

We planted our first trees at Lower Heddon in 2003. Some species have thrived, whereas 

others have struggled with the cold winds that blow there. In the coming months we plan to 

undertake an audit to get a more systematic assessment of tree happiness. We would also 

like to access information on the relative environmental impact of burial and cremation, as 

this is one of the questions we are often asked, especially when we speak to the press. 

 

I hope that you enjoy the newsletter. Do contact us if you would like any more information: 

0773 980 6898 (mobile phone) enquiries@woodlandburial.org.uk 

Linda Durman, Honorary Chairman 
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